PERSIAN   MEDICAL   MISSIONS

his benefactors : on the contrary, he took extra trouble
to explain how poor a man he really was, and that it
was due to' the malice of his enemies that rumour
reputed him wealthy. However, to cut a long story
short, by means of a simple operation, and much
patient care and attention on the part of Dr. Aganoor,
he ultimately made a good recovery, and was really
grateful, using his influence afterwards rather to
restrain than augment the anti-European fanaticism
of his other two brethren. Later a nephew of the
chief mujtihed, himself a mullah, actually consented
to come into hospital to undergo an urgently needed
operation, and this proving successful, gained for us
another staunch friend from priestly quarters, whose
friendship stood us in good stead on another occasion
which might have ended rather differently, but for
his intervention. A few months had elapsed:
rumours still reached us from the city of occasional
attempts made to stir up the fanaticism of the people
against us, the chief offender being the third and
youngest brother of the mujtihed before mentioned,

One day Dr. Aganoor and I were both sent for
in a great hurry. We heard that the whole city was
in an uproar, that this fanatical mullah had been
poisoned, some said "by order of the Shah," others
that the governor had asked him to a feast, and as
he returned, ere reaching home, the symptoms had
started; others that the women of his " anderoon "
(quarter of the house in which no man but the
husband may enter) had given him "oil of bitter
almonds" by mistake. On approaching the house
we found a crowd round the door, and the house

itself packed with disciples and friends of the great
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